
















COMMON ERRORS INDRA WIN G AND PAINTING 

COMMON ERRORS IN PERSPECTIVE 
Most people forget the basic rule that as things get further away, they 
become smaller. For example, they often draw the top of a roof larger 
than the bottom. Impossible! 
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Whether drawing from photographs or life, artists often overlook the basic 
principle that all lines that are parallel to each other, but not to themselves, 
will meet at a point. I've seen village or city scenes where the artists 
copied what they thought they saw rather than keeping aware that all the 
parallel lines are going to the same point. It's most disturbing and 
awkward. 

I've seen many floating roads above the eye level line. The minute a road 
or river is above your eye level line, you can't see it! The ground is in the 
way. The only time you can see either one above eye level is if it is 
coming towards you angling downhill, such as a waterfall. 

The angle of a stoop coming directly out of a doorway must be level. 
Sidewalks leaving the building often do angle downwards but the ground 
must be level when the person initially steps out of the door. The artist 
usually forgets that the line of the stoop goes to the same vanishing point 
as the side of the building perpendicular to the side with the door. 

X 

� 

Allow enough space for the depth of an object when overlapping. Many 
artists place their people or items too close to the same plane to allow for 
the true depth of items. 
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All these pages on perspective are taken from Simplified Basics of Drawing 

by Ann James Massey, SWA, CPSA, UKCPS, AAPL © 1992, 1994, 1996, 

1998, 2001
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